
President’s Message: As our 2026 photo calendar pictures show on the top row 
on page 3, Sacheen Lake is beautiful during the winter.  Enjoy the cool / cold, 
winter wonderland at the lake! 

- Grant Miller, President Sacheen Lake Association

SLA Activities Summary
In addition to our normal activities (cleanup events, Annual Meeting, Picnic, 
calendar production) and community events (boat parade), we were very busy 
with many activities.  Here and on following pages is a summary of 2025 efforts.

• Wake Damage:  This summer we wrapped up almost three years of effort addressing the impact of 
large artificial wake on people and property.  The SLA Board executed a community survey and 
presented the results at the Annual Meeting.  To attempt to reunite the community, we presented 
ideas on how to better share the lake. The bottom line is consideration of your neighbors and the best 
way to address this is for boats creating large artificial waves to recreate in the center of the lake.  That 
also means that others need to stay out of the middle of the lake during the busy summer lake traffic.  
See the presented results at https://sacheenlake.com/250614-annual-meeting-presentations/

• Beaver Dam and Tube Clearing:  With training by the lead, Don Hill, we have added Shaun Bleecker as 
a trained lead, in addition to Grant Miller.  We have one emergency backup as well.  The process for 
determining need to do a clearing was documented and presented at the Annual Meeting. 

• Merchandise Tracking System:  We performed significant updates to the tracking system as a result of
looking at how to best audit the program.  A highlight of the tracking system was illustrated in the 
Annual Meeting presentation.  Hopefully in winter of 2026, we finalize the overall auditing approach.

• New Buoys and a New Map:  Last winter, Kent Henrichsen revamped the buoys placing a naming and 
numbering convention on the buoys in addition to repairing / replacing a few and putting them out 
this spring.  He also repaired one of the Sheriff’s No Wake buoys.  Unbeknownst to everybody on the 
SLA Board, there was an agreement long ago (1970’s) that the west end of the lake could be made a No 
Wake zone, but the SLA had to maintain those three buoys.  We now have it documented in our 
operating guidelines (SLA-OG). 

• Search for Board members, Merchandise Lead, and SCOPE editor:  Our search was again unsuccessful 
this year and we have readvertised for these positions.  If you want to be a positive contributor to the 
lake and community and enjoy working closely with dedicated people, consider joining the Board or 
taking on one of these open support roles.  We have one person who has volunteered to perform the 
data management part of the Merchandise program.  But we’ll hold off on announcing the name until 
the training has occurred and the person knows they want to provide the support.  But you know who 
you are and the SLA Board thanks you!
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SLA Activities Summary - continued
• Lake Level Management:  The beavers have been very active again this year and unfortunately 

(depending on your perspective, but this is written for lake level management), there has been no 
trapping to date in 2025 and none is envisioned.  Which is why we provided an email indicating we were 
looking at alternative solutions to augment or replace the current tubes  That investigation will 
continue through spring, possibly even summer.  However, the tube and startup dam removal Lead, Don 
Hill, did begin clearing 2X per week.  Unfortunately, to essentially no avail.  The beavers are now 
blocking the tubes with just lake weeds and mud/muck and they can dam the tubes overnight.  If you 
were planning to use your boat lift and have concerns about the lake level and what the ice will do to 
your lift and/or boat, you may want to seriously consider removing your boat from the lake this year.  

• The following link and quotes provide some additional information on beaver trapping, etc.
• Ref:  https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/species/castor-canadensis#regs-seasons
• “The owner, the owner’s immediate family, an employee, or a tenant of property may trap or kill a 

beaver on that property if the beaver is threatening human safety or causing property damage (RCW 
77.36.030). In such cases, no special trapping permit is necessary for the use of live traps. However, a 
special trapping permit is required for the use of all traps other than live traps (RCW 
77.15.192, 77.15.194; WAC 220-417-040). There are no exceptions for emergencies and no provisions for 
verbal approval. All special trapping permit applications must be in writing on a form available from 
WDFW.”

• “To remove or modify a beaver dam you must have a Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA)—a permit 
issued by WDFW for work that will use, obstruct, change, or divert the bed or flow of state waters 
(RCW 77.55). A permit application can be obtained from your WDFW Regional Office or from 
the Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) web page.”

SLA Membership Form – Please Note the Changes
As noted during the June 2025 Annual Meeting, the SLA Board was faced with operating changes for 
compatibility with the January 2022 Washington Nonprofit Corporate Act (RCW 24.03A).  The 
membership form had to change for membership information compatibility with the RCW recording 
requirements.  Starting in 2026, we will need all SLA members to provide all of this data when they pay 
membership, regardless of prior membership or not.  This version has been slightly modified since the 
2025 Annual meeting to separate the “Public” and “Not for Profit” membership types.
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SLA Activities Summary - continued
• 2026 Photo Calendar :  The below figure captures the 12 winning photos of the 2026 photo calendar.  

There are still plenty of calendars for purchase.  Send an email to Sacheenlake.Assoc@gmail.com with 
your order or come to the Hwy 211 fire station on Nov 8th from 10 am to noon to purchase one.  

mailto:Sacheenlake.Assoc@gmail.com


SLA Activities Summary - continued
• Merchandise Survey:  We ran a merchandise survey to determine what people would like to 

see in the future.  Thanks to the 56 respondents!  We have not yet ordered new merchandise 
for 2026 but hope to have new merchandise in hand by the 2026 June Annual Meeting

Here are the top 4 results in various categories with the most popular starting on the left.
• Preferred shirt style: crewneck, full zip hoodie, V-neck T shirt battling with the pullover 

hoodie for 3rd place, tank top.   
• Preferred colors:  Navy blue, grey, black, light blue.
• Material:  Cotton/poly blend, cotton, combed cotton, sport tek.
• Other items:  coffee mugs, ball caps, coasters and stemless wine glasses for another 3rd

place tie, stickers.
• Favorite logos:  lake outline, sunset with heron, Army green heron, embroidered hills.
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SLA Activities Summary - continued
• Cleanup Events:  The SLA continued its long tradition of cleaning Fertile Valley Rd and Hwy 

211, the park prior to its opening, and the WDFW boat launch before the summer heat kicks in.  
We especially appreciate the dedicated few that continue to help and extend our greatest 
appreciation to the new faces we see! 

• 4th of July Boat Parade:  There was a decent showing of boats this year for the parade.  Thank 
you for bringing your community spirit.  And thanks to the many lawn-chair participants; with 
your viewing presence we get the chance to honk our boat horns, show off the decorations, 
and have so much more fun doing the parade!
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Current and Planned SLA Activities for 2026

• Events Calendar:  Our calendar is provided on the next page.  We hope to see new faces at 
some of the events.  And remember that our Annual Meeting is open to the entire Sacheen 
Lake community and feedback is essential for helping us focus efforts aligned with our Mission 
Statement (provided on the last page).  

• Bylaws:  We are actively working with the Gonzaga Law school to get their support in 
assessing the SLA bylaws for compliance with the Washington Nonprofit Corporation Act, 
RCW 24.03A.  We hope to have changes along these lines ready for the June 2026 Annual 
Meeting and Association member voting.  Please consider early payment of Association dues 
so you can participate in this update and understand what drives these changes.

• Board Members and Support Staff:  We hope that some of our community members decide to 
step in and help with the execution of the Association through being a member of the SLA 
Board as well as the Support Staff who provide other benefits to the community such as the 
Merchandise program and this newsletter.  What would the bottoms of our boats and 
propellers look like if we didn’t have a buoy manager?  How can we display pride in our 
community and lake without the Merchandise program?  How can the SLA support its Mission 
Statement and Goals without Board members?  Things to ponder as the new year surfaces and 
turns into another beautiful time of fulfilment on Sacheen Lake.

• Merchandise:  We plan to more fully assess the survey results and align them with our next 
merchandise purchase.  We appreciate those who provided their input!  If the winter activities 
of the Board allow it, we also hope to have a well-defined audit approach prior to or during the 
summer of 2026.

• Operating Guidelines:  We are making, hopefully, our last round of additions to this internal-
Board document. These changes will focus on the review of the bylaws mentioned above and 
outstanding change recommendations.  Our operating guidelines have been in the works since 
early 2022 (we are all volunteers and as with life we all learn as we gain experience) and is a 
solid reference document for the current and future members of the SLA Board.
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2026 Planned SLA Activities
The SLA 2026 calendar and community events are set and will soon be posted on our website at 
https://sacheenlake.com/events/.  Below are the planned dates.  We’re always happy to 
welcome new volunteers at our cleanup events!  And if you don’t attend the Annual Meeting, 
please know that there is a lot of community information contained in the package in addition to 
the SLA progress and plans information.  The briefing packages are posted on our website at:
https://sacheenlake.com/annual-mtg/.

https://sacheenlake.com/events/
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DNR Southside Forest Harvesting Progress Update
DNR has started their prescribed burns.  Emails on the dates have been sent and if people want to 
attend, the SLA will forward their request to DNR or you may send an email to Andrew Stenbeck 
at ANDREW.STENBECK@dnr.wa.gov.  The last DNR email the SLA Board forwarded (10/14/25)  
indicated they’d burned “approximately 50% of the piles” and there are a lot of piles out there!

One of the good features of the DNR activities near Sacheen Lake is the use of their Arcade-20 
program trainee firefighters.  One of the approximately 20-person training crews has been 
actively monitoring the burns south of Sacheen Lake.  It is good to know that a firefighting 
presence is there as these burns occur!  Check out the program at the link below.

https://doc.wa.gov/corrections/programs/current-programming/fire-crew-dnr-arcadia-20-
transitional-hand-crew

W&SD Operations and Maintenance (O&M) Levy
The W&SD posted on Nextdoor on 10/9/2025 that they unfortunately did not get the levy on the 
ballot this year.  For those without a Nextdoor account, their text is as follows.

“It is with an abundance of regret that we need to inform you that there will be no Water and 
Sewer District levy on this year’s ballot.  The simple fact of the matter is that the required 
paperwork was not filed by the requisite deadline for which we take full responsibility.

With regard to the fiscal operation of the District, we are looking into ways to try and 
compensate with a minimal impact on rates and to ensure critical lake treatment happens in 
2026.”

For those of you that did not attend the June 2025 Annual Meeting, the W&SD had a presentation 
as well as AquaTechnex (the aquatic lake weed management company).  The Pend Oreille County 
Weed Board also presented information on plant identification and treatment.  We appreciated 
their presentations and several of our audience members indicated the same.  Thanks! Their 
presentations are available at the below link.

https://sacheenlake.com/250614-annual-meeting-presentations/

Burn Piles Burn In Progress
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Meet Your Board
Role  Name   Phone
President  Grant Miller  858 204 5560
Vice President Karlene Perry  509 869 8400
Treasurer  Denise Reilly   509 954 5081
Secretary Connie Gross  509 550 5081 
Member  Lil Hastie  206 817 7562
Member  Carl Gross   509 550 5081 
Member  Joe Frauenheim 206 713 2395
Member  vacant
Member vacant
Member  vacant
Member  vacant

Sacheen Lake Association

The SLA can be reached at: SacheenLake.Assoc@gmail.com
Treasurer dues queries and PayPal: Sacheen.Treasurer@gmail.com

Merchandise purchase request: Sacheen.Merch@gmail.com

www.sacheenlake.com
Don’t forget to check out our website. It is a wonderful way to stay connected with our community, lake, 
and Water and Sewer District news, and the wildlife around the lake. To share your photos and info, 
contact Carl Gross at carlfgross@gmail.com.  All SLA postings are approved by the SLA Board.

Spread the word that new residents can find information about local assets on our website.  Go to:

https://sacheenlake.com/welcome-packet/

As a reminder, the SLA supports the finding and return of lost lake-oriented items of approximately 
$50 or more through our email system.  However, the best defense against losing an item on the lake 

is to ensure your items are secured! 

Sacheen Lake Association Mission Statement:
The purpose of the Sacheen Lake Association is to advocate for the conservation as well as safe and 
environmentally sustainable use of Sacheen Lake and surrounding ecosystems, while promoting a strong 
sense of rural community.

Goals:
• Protect and enhance the natural condition of the lake and adjacent ecosystems
• Coordinate with government, corporate and private organizations, and people of the local rural 

community to promote the purpose of the SLA
• Advocate for safe, sustainable, and clean use of the lake and surrounding ecosystems and their public 

access avenues
• Promote education, involvement, and SLA membership of and by the local rural community for 

enduring SLA Mission Statement advocacy and a strong sense of community

The SLA Bylaws are provided to members each year after dues are received.
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Support Staff:
• Buoy Manager:  Kent Henrichsen    509 550 2658
• Beaver Mitigation Lead:  Don Hill; Subleads to Don:  Shaun 

Bleecker, Grant Miller; Emergency Sublead:  Bill Storms
• Webmaster:  Carl Gross

Volunteers:  Gracious thank you to all the event volunteers for 
supporting your community through personal commitment!
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